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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Three documents are cited in the attached Supplementary European Search 
Report, dated December 15, 2006. Copies of the two cited documents, WO 
02/088075 A1 and EP 1 389 617 A1, and listed on the PTO-1449 are enclosed 
herewith. The third document cited in the Search Report, EP 1 277 726 A1 , has an 
English language counterpart, US 2003/0181759 A1. US 2003/0181759 A1 was 
cited in the PTO Form 1449 filed with a copy of the document in the subject 
application on June 23, 2006. See the Search Report for information on each 
document. 

This Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is filed before the issue by 
the PTO of any substantive Office Action in this application. Accordingly, the 
submission of this IDS does not require payment of an official fee. 

This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the 
Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to 



ABE et al. - Appln. No. 10/584,221 
This paper filed on February 8, 2007 

that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable 
Applicant to comply fully. 

Contingent IDS Request Under Rule 97(d) : Should a Final Rejection or 
Notice of Allowance issue with a mailing date which precedes or is the same as the 
filing date of this IDS, please consider this a Request under Rule 97(d), charge the 
IDS fee (Rule 17(p)) to our Deposit Account No. 50-0687 under Order No. 46-439, 
and proceed to consider this IDS under Rule 97(d). 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 
609 are earnestly solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Entry of this IDS and favorable consideration of this application are 
respectfully requested. 
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